iterrey

Italia_-(")sterreich

P! 1t Fund EUROPEAN UNION

Informations for citizens with reference to the year 2022

Summary of the activities of the Interreg Italy-Austria programme: important elements and
some highlights with regard to the year 2022.

What is Interreg ltaly-Austria?
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Strengthening its economic, social and territorial cohesion is one of the main objectives of the European
Union, which through its Cohesion Policy aims fo intfervene in order to increasingly align differences in
development, growth, quality of life, strengthen territorial cooperation and competitiveness between
individual regions. The Interreg V-A Italy-Austria cooperation programme, a funding programme of the
European Territorial Cooperation Objective, contributes directly to this: it promotes balanced and
sustainable development and harmonious integration in the border area between Italy and Austrial
The financial resources come mainly from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and
national public conftributions for a total of approximately EUR 98 million. The area covers an area of
more than 50,000 km? with a population of more than 5.5 million and includes a variety of areas and
landscapes with a distinct mountain character.

What do we do?

With European and national funds as well as those of the project partners themselves, we support
Austrian-Italian cooperation projects in the fields of research and innovation, nafture and culture,
institutional capacity building and regional development at local level (CLLD Community-led Local
Development). The above-mentioned objectives are achieved by promoting measures to identify the
common challenges of the border regions and to exploit their growth potential by building new cross-
border synergies, increasing the attractiveness of the regions and sustainable regional growth through
the creation of new jobs and support for productivity, social cohesion, efc. The regions involved work
closely with the partner Ladnder on the other side of the border for common results in cross-border
cooperation. Here are the 4 priority areas in which the projects are implemented:
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Achse 2 — Natur und Kultur

=+ Bewusstsein der ,gemeinsame Werte”

+ Schutz des Natur- und Kulturerbes

= Nachhaltige Nutzung der natiirlichen und

Achse 1 - Forschung und Innovation
=Grenziberschreitender Wissensaustausch
«Kooperationen KMU und F&l-Einrichtungen
+Cluster unc Netzwerke zu thematischen
Schwerpunktthemen

Asse 1 — Ricerca e Innovazione ra

. io di nze transfrontaliero lore collettivo®

tra PMI ed enti di ricerca rale & cullurale
relativi a temi prioritari naturali e culturali

Achse 4 - CLLD
+ Neuer territorialer Entwicklungsansatz
= Grenziberschreitende Einbeziehung der

Achse 3 — Institutionen
» Kapazitdlsaulbaues im Bereich Verwallung
« Nachhaltige Mobilitéts- sowie Logistikkonzepte

_ Achse 5 - technische Hilfe

FOCUS 2022
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Events

In 2022, more in-person events could be held than in the previous year, and others were organised
in hybrid mode.

The CLLD (Community-led Local Development) approach to local development implemented by
the Interreg IT-AT programme met with great success in the programme’s area and aroused
considerable interest at the European level. On this occasion, invitations were received for
presentations at European seminars (EU Week of Regions and Cities), delegations and experts were
welcomed who were interested in studying the topic in detail (an in-depth study was drawn up by
the researcher Jean-Pierre Vercruysse, commissioned by the European Commission), and on-site
study visits to the projects were organised.

The coronation of the CLLD work was the signing of the strategies for the 4 areas involved.

Other important events took place to promote the programme with meetings and contributions to
the local and European press, numerous newspaper inserts, dedicated articles, updating work on
the interreg.net internet page and social media activities (Interreg V-A Italia — Austria | Provincia
autonoma di Bolzano - Alto Adige).

A recurring occasion for discussion and debate on the evolution of European programmes is, as
every year, Europe Day on 9 May: for more than 70 years the European Union has represented a
project of peace and unity, fundamental values that have taken on a new centrality in the current
times of crisis, and the ERDF, ESF+, PNRR and Interreg programmes among ofhers confribute to the
achievement of these objectives.

This confirms the fulfiment of the goals as well as the contribution of the financed operations to an
overall positive change in line with the general strategic objectives for a smarter; greener; more
connected; more social and inclusive EU, closer to citizens. The projects are aimed at promoting
sustainable management of cultural and natural heritage and increasing the flow of tourists, and at
strengthening cross-border institutional cooperation.

Most of the projects have entered the final phase of activity implementation, accounting and final
reporting, and the focus has shifted to the drafting of the next programming period 2021-2027.

The highlight of the year was the Kick-off presentation of the new programming, held in November
2022 at the Lumen in Plan de Corones.
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For a green, fair and non-discriminatory Europe

The Interreg Italy-Austria programme is part of a broad framework of actions and strategies that at
EU, macro-regional, national, and local level are aimed at pursuing sustainable development. It has
proven through its projects fo have a positive influence on sustainable development strategies and
on raising the awareness of the population and professionals on environmental issues. When
assessing and approving projects, attention was also paid to ensuring that the projects contributed
positively to the horizontal principles of gender equality and non-discrimination.

The positive impact recorded by some projects is evident, particularly regarding the protection of
fransboundary ecosystems and habitats, with the full achievement of the main objectives as well as
the confribution of the financed operations to a positive change in the enhancement of natural
and cultural heritage.
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Results of Programme Implementation 2022

Until 31.12.2022, the Interreg Italy-Austria cooperation programme has funded a total of 96 cross-
border projects. The projects are assigned to the axes 'Research and Innovation', 'Nafure and Culture'
and 'Institutions'. For the strengthening of territorial cooperation and the maintenance of the quality of
life and competitiveness in the border area between Italy and Austria, 68,703,656.39 euro of ERDF funds
have been allocated so far, of which 37.18% in Axis 1, 35.79% in Axis 2 and 27.03% in Axis 3. By using
additional funds, it was possible to exceed the financial plan.

Under Axis 4, new small and medium-sized projects are constantly being approved. The great interest
and success of this regional development approach at local level is evidenced by the high number
(140) of small projects approved. In total, CLLD was able to count on more than 15 million ERDF funds
in this axis until the end of the programming period.
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Priority Axis 1 - 'Research and Development”

Axis 1 projects cover a wide range of topics and are very well aligned with the objectives of the regions'
joint strategies (S3 strategies). The focus is on topics such as medical research,
concrete business support measures, sustainable building materials, building
technology, the creation of a start-up ecosystem, digitization and Industry 4.0.
The total number of projects approved in Axis 1 amounts to 37 and commits
an amount of EUR 25,540,747.43 of ERDF funds. Particularly noteworthy is the
balanced partnership structure due to the continuous collaboration between
research and business (private/public) that promotes sustainable research
and innovation.

Priority Axis 2 - "Nature and Culture”

A particular feature of the projects presented in Axis 2 is the focus on the measure "Conservation,
protection, promotion and development of natural and cultural heritage". Of
the approved projects, 85% mainly promote soft and sustainable tourism in
the programme areq, research and the close and direct link with biodiversity.
Under the three notices, 33 projects were approved for an amount of EUR
24,879,920 of ERDF funds.

Priority Axis 3 - "Institutions”

The programme area's cooperation potential for Axis 3 is particularly evident in
the fields of civil protection and risk prevention, public safety and rescue, local
public fransport, education, health and social services. In this area, 26 projects
amounting to EUR 22,150,892 of ERDF funds were approved

Priority Axis 4 - "CLLD - Community-Led Local Development”

The objective of the axis is to promote regional development in the border area
. ‘ through locally integrated cross-border strategies. Within Axis 4, 24 small and 10
medium-sized projects have been approved under the specific CLLD approach with
the aim of promoting integration and local self-responsibility in the narrow border
area through intfegrated cross-border strategies. The medium-sized projects were
mainly concentrated under Measure 15.1 Smart Growth (promotion of projects for
diversification of the local economy in border regions) and under Measure 15.3
Supplementary Growth (implementation of projects for diversification of the local
economy in border regions). Many projects have already completed their activities
and are approaching project completion; good progress has been made in implementation and the
success of CLLD strategies derives from the evolution of existing regional structures (such as LEADER
LAGs and Interreg Councils) which, through the Interreg programme, have had the opportunity to
increase their financial base, thematic and territorial coverage. The cross-border added value of CLLD
projects is mainly in ferms of networking between private actors and companies and the promotion
of innovations in the local context.
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Focus: CLLD (Community-led Local Development)

Regional development begins at the local level: when citizens take charge and contribute "from
the bottom up ", autonomously and on their own initiative, to the development of the local territory
(so-called empowerment of local communities). The CLLD approach of the Interreg Italy-Austria
programme is an effective instrument of cross-border cooperation, based on an infegrated
participative approach for the elaboration of local development strategies and the planning of
territorial development in decentralised border areas. Direct stakeholders and main actors are the
local communities, which become living labs promoting local commitment and strengthening
participatory democracy in peripheral regions. This is what CLLD (Community-Led Local
Development) is all about, involving civil society and local governments in the design of interventions
to address social, economic and environmental challenges in the area through participation and
cross-border cooperation. Local actors engage and collaborate closely with their counterparts
across the border for common results in regional development. As the inifiative is bottom-up, the
creation of intferactive meeting platforms and collaborative networks based on mutual trust are the
foundation for successful local partnerships. Valuing the partnership principle is the basis for effective
regional development and, in the Interreg Italy-Austria Programme, this also means the constant
involvement of the programme authorities (Managing Authority, Joint Secretariaf, Regional
Coordination Units in the partner regions) and the European Groupings for Territorial Cooperation
(EGTCs) in the programme area (Euregio Tyrol-South Tyrol-Trentino, Euregio "Without Borders", Euregio
Connect).

The Interreg ltaly-Austria Cooperation Programme is at the forefront in adopfting the integrated and
multi-sectoral approach of CLLD and supports strategic action plans concentrated in the following
four CLLD areas

o "Dolomiti Live": Osttirol, Val Pusteria, Alto Bellunese

e "HEurOpen": Hermagor, Gemonese, Canal del Ferro e Val Canale, Carnia
e '"Terra Raetica™ Landeck, Imst, Val Venosta, Engadina Bassa

e "Wipptal": Wipptal Tirolo, Wipptal Alto Adige




Europa

noch naher

Community-Led Local
Development (CLLD)

N
Un'Europa
piu vicina
Community-Led Local Development
Transfrontaliero (CLLD)

iterreg

Italia_—(")sterreich

1t Fund EUROPEAN UNION

P!

CULD steht fur “Community-led local development”.
Es handelt sich um einen Bottom-up Ansatz zur Forderung der von der brtfichen

iokalen der die Barger mit einem partizipativen

Konzept auf lokaler Ebene in die 2ur
der sonalen, einbindet.
4 grenzobergredende Gebiete
TERRA RAETICA WIPPTAL DOLOMITI LIVE HEUROPEN

oA 0 GAL Woptal Trek AL Oattrs GAL: Her g

Weensd S Raenatenre &

s ke
>

!5; 14 hmt /‘/"X

@ 9
1 t
o V4 m
Rt

. rderung einer
ver B u
au




iner lﬁeg
Italia-Osterreich

European Regional Development Fund EUROPEAN UNION

Perspectives of the future cooperation programme

The Managing Authority concluded the preparatory work with the Task Force, composed of members
from the different participating regions, and drew up the new 2021-27 cooperation programme with
its annexes, which was approved by the European Commission by Implementing Decision C(2022) 4260
of 16.06.2022 and presented af the Kick-off event on 25.11.2022. This was followed by the presentation
on 24 and 25 January 2023 and the opening of the first call for projects until 19 April 2023; the
subsequent second and third calls are scheduled for 2024 and 2025, respectively.

The programme promotes synergies in the area of cooperation in the valorisation and protection of
heritage and in the area of research and innovation. From a strategic point of view, the programme
contributes to addressing some of the development challenges of the Alpine area with a territorial
cooperation approach, including: climate change, energy challenges, the fact of being a fransit
region, the territorial complexity and differentiation typical of a cross-border territory. It contributes
effectively to governance in the cross-border area by involving the EGTCs, strengthening institutional
cooperation, promoting the bottom-up approach through the CLLD and the implementation of the
European macro-strategy for the Alpine arc EUSALP. The programme aims at supporting cooperation
and promoting coordination also with ofther programmes, in particular with the Alpine Space
Programme, and structures ifs objectives by developing synergies and complementarities in
coherence with the EUSALP pillars.

Programme priorities 2021-2027:

A more competitive and smarter Europe through the promotion of innovative and smart economic
transformation and regional connectivity;

Specific objective 1.1 - Enhancing research and innovation capacities, uptake of advanced technologies.

A greener, climate-neutral and resilient Europe low carbon transitioning towards a net zero carbon
economy;

Specific objective 2.4 - Promoting climate change adaptation, disaster risk prevention, resilience, considering
ecosystem approaches

Specific objective 2.7 - Enhancing protection and preservation of nature, biodiversity, green infrastructure in
the urban environment, and reducing pollution

A more social and inclusive Europe through the implementation of the European pillar of social rights;

Specific objective 4.6 - Supporting culture and sustainable tourism for economic development, social
inclusion, and social innovation.

A Europe closer to citizens by fostering the sustainable and integrated development of all types of territories;

Specific objective 5.2 - Fostering sustainable integrated and inclusive local social, economic and
environmental development, culture, natural heritage, sustainable tourism, and security in areas other than
urban.

In addition, the programme selected the Interreg specific objective “a better cooperation
governance”: “enhance efficient public administration by promoting legal and administrative cooperation
and cooperation between citizens, civil society actors and institutions, in particular with a view to resolving
legal and administrative obstacles in border regions”.
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FINANCIAL RESOURCES COMPARED BY PRIORITY and programming periods
Priority 2014-2020 2021-2027

1. INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

22.150.892,00 €

19.258.176,00 €

2. CLIMATE CHANGE AND BIODIVERSITY 24.879.920,00 € 19.258.176,00 €
3. SUSTAINABLE TOURISM AND CULTURE 9.014.472,00 €
4. LOCAL DEVELOPMENT - CLLD 13.126.919,00 € 14.477.773,00 €
5. REDUCING CROSS-BORDER OBSTACLES 17.146.804,00 € 6.282.812,00 €

ERDF TOTAL

77.304.535,00 €

Additional resources from national funds
Co-financing rate 20 %

92.575.256,00 €

68.291.409,00 €

91.339.757,00 €




